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M.S.P.   Inmates   Join    PER,0D,CALS 
Save  The   Children   Program 


BY     BILL     LEININGER 

Months  before  the 
plight  of  the  starv- 
ing peoples  in 
Ethiopia  was  so  dra- 
matically portrayed 
on  this  nations 
television  screens, 
the  inmates  at  the 
Montana  St.  Prison 
had  embarked  on 
their  own  program  to 
help  an  underprivil- 
eged child  in  a 
foreign  land. 


The  residents  of 

This  sum  has  been 

the    Deer    Lodge 

ear-marked   for  the 

prison  are  contrib- 

betterment  of    a 

uting  $16.00  a  month 

child  on  the  other 

or  $192.00  a  year  to 

side  of  the  globe 

the  "Save  The  Child- 

and  the  folks   at 

ren"    program, 

organization   head- 

v/orld          wide 

nuarters  has   sent 

organization    with 

the  M.S. P.   inmates 

'headquarters      at 

his   name,   family 

Westport  ,  Conn,   in 

ties,  and  a  sketch 

the  United  States. 

of    the     living 

conditions  in  which 

he  lives. 

After  informal  discussions  this  fall  with 
many  inmates,  chairman  Darrell  Plouffe  and  the 
four  other  members  of  the  Warden's  Forum,  Dave 
Madera,  Mike  Ede,  Ron  White  and  Dave  Grant 
voted  to  enter  the  Save  the  Children  program. 
Monies  for  the  endeavor  were  contributed  from 
profits  from  the  canteen.  The  inmates  at 
M.S. P.  have  shown  much  interest  in  the  program 
especially  since  the  African  situation  has 
claimed  so  much  media  attention.  Plouffe 
summed  up  the  feelings  by  saying,  "We,  in 
prison,  have  less  than  most  people  but  we  have 
more  than  the  underprivileged  children  of 
Indonesia." 

CONT'D  PAGE  2 
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The  Save  the  Children  Federation  was 
organized  during  the  Great  Depression  of  th 
1930s  and  now  serve  hundreds  of  thousands  o 
children,  their  families  and  their  communitie 
in  37  countries.  These  countries  are  locate 
in  Africa,  Asia,  Pacific  and  Caribbea 
Islands,  Middle  East,  Latin  America,  som 
Native  American  nations  and  distressed  area 
in  the  United  States. 


Out  of  $33,760,764  accumulated  throug 
fund-raisers  and  contributions  last  year,  onl 
17.9  percent  of  the  total  went  fo 
administration;  the  remaining  82.1  percen 
went  to  the  program  services.  Cash,  material 
and  services  donated  in  the  field  were  value 
at  an  additional  $9  million  dollars.  To  sav 
and  aid  the  impoverished  children  of  the  eart 
is  the  first  goal  of  the  global  program  but 
second  and  equally  important  aim  is  to  ensur 
survival  of  the  family,  the  community  and  hel 
put  people  back  on  the  road  t 
self-sufficiency. 

The  young  lad  who  the  MSP  inmates  ar 
sponsoring  is  10-year  old  Awing  Manan  o 
Rangkasbitung,  West  Java  in  Indonesia.  Hi 
father  works  a  small  patch  of  ground  unde 
rice  cultivation  to  support  Awing,  his  mothe 
Asman  and  two  sisters,  Benol  and  Artiman. 
small  patch  of  ground  in  this  area  usuall 
means  "about  an  acre". 

The  type  of  countryside  where  the  MSP  bo 
and  his  family  lives  would  be  familiar  to  an 
combat  veteran  of  the  South  Pacific  in  World 
War  II  or  the  Vietnam  conflict.  Awing  helps 
his  family  survive  in  the  tropical 
farmlands   of  Rangkasbitung  a  sub-distric 
lying  186  miles  to  the  west  of  the  capita 
city  of  Jakarta  on  Java  Island,   Indonesia 
Rangkasbitung  means  "the  place  of  the  broke 
bamboo".  This  name  was  given  to  the  area  a 
the  time  of  the  great  Islamic  invasions  of  th 
16th  century  and  attests  to  the  traditiona 
lack  of   prosperity   of   the   surroundin 
countryside. 

In  Java,  villages  are  so  numerous  tha 
they  are  strung  out  in  an  almost  continuou 
line.  Overpopulation  and  housing  shortage 
frequently  cause  two  or  three  families  to  livv 
under  one  roof  and  share  a  kitchen.  There  ar 
rarely  any  facilities  for  the  disposal  o 
human  waste  and  garbage,  so  diseases  relate 

CONT'D  PAGE  > 
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better*  to  ttf*  Sitter 


Dear  Editor, 

I  have  just  finished  reading  your  Oct.  84 
issue  of  the  Express.  As  an  outsider  I  appre- 
ciate being  on  your  mailing  list  to  receive 
this  paper  and  have  offered  more  than  once  to 
pay  a  subscription  fee. 

I  have  never  done  this  before  but  I  feel 
that  I  must  respond  to  Darryl  Plouffe's  Ed- 
itorial, "The  Dehumanizing  System."  Many  of 
the  staff  and  inmates  know  of  me  as  a  fequent 
visitor  the  past  seven  years  as  part  of  the 
Cursillo  Team. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  know  anything  about 
prison,  prison  life,  parole,  rehabilitation, 
counseling,  whatever.  If  a  person  is  sent  ot 
prison  as  I  interpret  it,  he  is  sent  there  for 
a  reason...  He  has  violated  the  rules  of 
society,  been  found  guilty  by  a  court  and  now 
must  subject  himself  to  the  ruling  of  the 
court.  I  believe  that  there  are  alternatives 
but  for  this  discussion,  lets  leave  it  at 
that. 

Now,  we  must  agree  on  the  premise  that 
prisons  are  not  meant  to  be  country  clubs... 
OK??  They  do  have  a  purpose.  Perhaps  maybe 
to  meet  the  goals  as  Mr.  Plouffe  outlined  in 
the  article  and  maybe  in  that  order  of 
ranking.  Maybe  there  is  room  for  3  or  4  more 
goals,  but  whatever  the  case,  a  person  is  sent 
ot  prison  to  repay  society  for  his  wrongdoing. 
Now  in  prison  he  is  asked  or  told  or  advised 
to  follow  the  rules  of  the  institution  he 
finds  himself  in  for  his  "time."  If  this  is 
followed  out,  the  person  will  serve  his  time, 
the  prison  will  monitor  his  time  and 
ultimately  the  just  debt  will  be  paid. 

But  no...  in  todays  prison  society  it 
seems  the  person  incarcerated  has  to  flex  his 
muscles  and  stick  out  his  chest  and  say,  "You 
aren't  going  to  treat  me  like  that  and  you 
have  no  right  to  make  me  do  anything  as  I  have 
rights  of  my  own  you  know. 

Eleven  years  ago  in  Los  Angeles,  my 
78-year  old  father  was  sitting  in  his  car  in 
front  of  a  grocery  store  when  two  16-year-old 
youths  took  it  upon  themselves  to  hassle  my 
dad  for  the  few  dollars  he  had  in  his  pocket 
and  ultimately  took  a  38  and  blew  his  brains 
out  and  left  him  dead  in  the  car  for  my 
76-year-old  mother  to  find  him  a  few  minutes 
later. 

Now,  you  explain  to  me  the  surviving  son 
my  dad's  rights,  my  mothers  rights,  my  rights 
and  that  "Dehumanizing  System",  which  left  a 
widow,      a     fatherless     family,     a 


degrading  dragged  out  trial  and  an  unjust 
verdict.  Each  boy  served  less  than  THREE 
years  at  an  Honor  Farm  where  most  of  the  time 
was  spent  in  testing  and  evaluation.  Where 
are  the  today?  They  certainly  aren't  with 
you.  Where  is  my  dad  today,  he  certainly 
isn't  with  me.  How  did  justice  prevail  in 
this  situation?  Ironic  isn't  it... here  I  find 
myself  a  frequent  visitor  to  your  prison  and 
other  prisons  in  the  area  when  I  have  every 
right  in  the  world  to  carry  a  hatred  as  big 
and  heavy  as  a  manhole  cover... 

My  beliefs  tell  me  that  I  have  to  forgive 
those  two  boys  that  killed  ray  dad.  My  beliefs 
tell  me  too  that  every  person  in  Montana  State 
Prison  has  already  been  forgived  by  his 
Creator.  But  the  person  himself  that  is 
locked  up  there  or  in  any  prison  is  usually  so 
bitter  towards  society  and  whatever  other 
group  he  can  be  mad  at  that  he  has  no  time  to 
think  positive  things  but  has  to  dwell 
constantly  on  his  time,  his  conditions  and  his 
always  present,  "rights"...  If  a  prison  does 
display  hatred,  non  caring  and  harsh 
treatment,  where  does  it  come  from?  Has  ever 
a  person  incarcerated  there  displayed  back  to 
the  prison  staff  other  than  those  just 
described? 

Those  who  know  me  they  know  of  my  easy 
going  nature  and  desire  to  want  to  help 
others.  A  negitive  attitude  by  those 
incarcerated  there  and  total  blame  on  the 
justice  system  will  by  no  means  eliviate  the 
problems  you  all  face  there.  A  positive 
attitude  though  will  help  make  things 
tolerable  and  thru  tolerance  you'll  see  change 
and  thru  change  you'll  see  justice.  There  is 
in  my  opinion  no  other  way  to  handle  this  so 
called  "Dehumanizing  System"  you  refer  to. 

I  thank  you  for  your  time  and  chance  to 
express  my  thoughts.  Continued  success  in 
your  publication.  I  look  forward  to  being  a 
part  of  the  next  Cursillo  team  in  March  85. 
I  pray  for  you  all,  please  remember  me  in  your 
prayers  as  I  go  about  being  part  of  my 
"Dehumanizing  System"  in  the  outside  world. 

Sincerely, 

J. A.  Ziggy  Ziegler,  Billings,  MT 
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Letters    to    the    Editor 


Mr.  Ziegler, 

I  have  just  read  your  letter  to  the 
editor  in  response  to  my  editorial  in  the 
October  (84)  issue  of  the  Siberian  Express. 
Yes,  you  have  been  a  visitor  at  the  Montana 
State  Prison  -  but  just  that,  a  visitor.  You 
see  what  goes  on  in  your  own  little  world  (the 
Cursillo)  and  don't  see  or  know  of  the  daily 
system.  There  is  hardly  a  comparison  between 
this  place  and  "outside"  as  you  put  it.  You 
have  the  freedom  to  enjoy  family,  friends,  and 
a  normal  marriage. 

You  state  that  you  don't  know  about 
prison,  prison  life,  parole,  rehabilitation, 
counseling,  whatever.  Yet  you  respond  to  my 
article  knowing  nothing  about  prison  with  a 
few  questions  based  on  my  article.  I'm  sure  a 
lot  of  people  feel  the  same.  But  not  being  in 
prison  and  knowing  the  lack  of  positive  tools, 
you  can't  understand  until  you  listen  with  an 
open  mind.  Yes,  prison  is  a  place  to  "pay 
back  society",  but  the  end  results  prove 
differently.  Your  tax  dollars  are  spent  to 
insure  this.  In  reality  the  goods  you  receive 
from  these  dollars  insure  that  you'll  break  up 
a  lot  of  families,  cause  bitterness,  and  make 
an  inmate  insensitive  to  normal  feelings.  You 
also  choose  not  to  talk  about  alternatives. 
That  tends  to  show  me  you  missed  the  whole 
point  of  the  article  and  I  regret  I  didn't 
make  it  clearer  for  you.  I  felt  it  was 
obvious. 

The  goals  of  a  prison  do  not  include 
positive  changes.  How  can  they  with  negative 
tools  in  behaviour  modification?  At  any  rate 
many  others  on  the  "outside"  understand  and  if 
I  can  help  you,  feel  free  to  write.  Our  views 
may  not  always  be  the  same  but  I'm  sure  you'll 
have  a  better  understanding.  One  last  point 
before  I  move  on  through  your  letter.  Prison 
in  the  U.S.A.  is  for  punishment  or  to  repay 
society.  The  U.S.A.  is  not  a  world  leader  in 
this  field.  Sweden,  Denmark  and  Japan,  for 
example,  are  working  to  abolish  the  prison 
concept,  while  the  United  States  has  turned 
crime  and  prison  into  a  business! 

That  seems  to  be  the  only  reason  for 
prisons  to  exist.  Prisons  have  proven  they 
don't  work.  Politicians  don't  know  and  don't 
have  the  expertise  and  the  public  doesn't 
always  listen  to  those  with  the  expertise  in 
this  field.  Following  is  only  one  statement 
by  one  of  those  considered  to  be  an  expert: 
"Forget  about  reform;  it's  time  to  talk  about 


aboloishing  jails  and  prisons  in  American 
society"  (Arthur  I.  Washkow).  Other  experts 
may  say  just  the  opposite  but  they  are  talking 
about  a  system  that  has  proven  to  be  a  failure. 

You  are  wrong,  sir.  The  prison  does 
monitor  us  but  it  is  not  the  prison  who 
decides  if  we  will  be  released  -  it  is  the 
Parole  Board.  The  Board  sees  our  file  and 
interviews  the  parole  applicant  for  two  or 
three  minutes.  We  don't  see  our  file.  Any 
staff  member  could  write  an  incident  report 
that  could  be  put  in  our  file  and  that  report 
could  be  totally  false.  A  law-suit,  being 
handled  by  the  A.C.L.U.  is  still  pending  in 
court.  But  for  now,  the  Parole  Board  could 
base  their  final  decision  on  an  inmate's 
future,  totally  upon  a  lie  the  inmate  has  no 
knowledge  of  and  the  Board  not  knowing  it  is 
false. 

I  am  sorry  about  your  father.  Your 
resentment  shows  and  I  can't  say  that  I  blame 
you.  But  no  one  in  this  prison  is 
responsible.  I  don't  hold  it  against  you  or 
anyone  else  that  a  very  close  friend  of  mine 
was  killed  in  Vietnam.  I  guarantee  that  he 
died  a  slower  and  more  inhumane  way  than  did 
your  father.  But  that  is  not  discussed  in  my 
article.  I  only  tried  to  point  out  that 
prison  is  not  the  answer  and,  90-percent  of 
the  time,  only  makes  it  worse. 

You  said  we  seem  to  flex  our  muscles  and 
stick  out  our  chest.  Some  may,  but  as  you 
said,  you  know  very  little  about  prison, 
prison  life,  etc.  I  don't  feel,  and  I  pointed 
out,  that  you  can't  treat  all  these  men  (and 
women)  the  same.  Your  categorizing  is  not  the 
answer.  The  California  system  is  a  lot 
different  than  the  Montana  system.  There  has 
been  at  least  two  Montana  Supreme  Court 
Justices  tell  the  public  about  this.  Your 
(our)  system  drives  over  a  person  unjustly  and 
you  expect  him  to  say,  "Oh,  that's  OK!" 
Personally  I  only  lost  my  wife,  family,  home, 
friends,  respect  and  have  a  lot  of  problems 
now  -  "But  it's  OK!".  It  doesn't  work  that 
way  for  most,  Zincv. 
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Y  BILL  LEININGER 


Two  full  dump  truck  loads  of  broken  toys, 
ikes,  and  sleds  arrived  at  Montana  St.  Prison 
uring  the  last  week  of  Kovember,  1984.  This 
rrival  soon  involved  many  MSP  inmates  who 
ontributod  time  and  effort  in  playing  Santa 
laus  for  needy  children. 

Collusion  between 
brum  and  the  Deer  Lodge 
ay  for  their  repair 
eedy  families  before 
Cons  for  Kids",  the  program  involved  a  number 
f  volunteers  from  the  community  and  the 
nmate  population  and  prison  employees;  all 
onating  their  free  time  to  enrich  the  holiday 
eason  for  youngsters.  Acting  coordinator  for 
he  project  was  '..'.  Pat  Warnecke,  Asso.  Warden 
or  Treatment,  r.'arnecke  had  praise  for  all 
nd  cited  the  following: 


the  Warden,  Warden's 

Elks  Club  paved  the 
and  redistribution  to 
Christmas.   Entitled 


Special  thanks  to  Dr.  Al  Bergen  who 
pearheaded  the  collection  and  distribution  of 
onated  toys  through  local  churches  and 
omunitv  charitable  organizations;   to  MSP 


epartraeat  directors  Johnal  Hoist,  Pave 
fatkins,  Bill  Thompson  and  Pert  Solle  who 
Ml  owed  inmates  and  supervisors  to   use   tools 


,ours; 


;hop  areas  for  toy  repair  during  off-duty 


to 


the 


Warden  s 


rorum  who  made 


inancial   contributions  for  purchasing  needed 
jenair   materials   such   as  glue,   aaints, 
rushes,  sandpaper,  etc. 


Extra  special  thanks  to  the:  Women's 
Correctional  Center  for  a  load  of  dolls  that 
were  cleaned  and  repaired  with  that  beautiful 
touch  with  the  volunteers  including  Supervisor 
Steve  MacAskill,  Diane  Hanson,  Kathy  Taylor, 
Carrie  Scott,  Suzanne  Collins,  Janet  Coch, 
Patricia  Wing,  Laura  Wing;  to  the  MSP 
Carpentry  Shop  led  by  Supervisor  Jack  Sangray 
and  Tim  Almond,  Ken  Comes  Last,  Henry 
Langfelt,  Earl  Leek,  Glen  Hinnan,  Larry 
Schlienger,  William  Watson  who  repaired  over 
a  dozen  sleds  to  better  than  new  condition. 

More  extra  thanks  to  the  inmate  Gym 
Workers:  Dave  DePue,  assisted  by  Steve  Hardy, 
Pat  Corbin  and  Mike  Dougall  who  repaired 
cartons  full  of  toy  trucks,  cars  and  gadgets. 
Supervisor  Jo  Stephen  did  the  shopping  for  the 
repair  materials  and  expedited  the  logistics 
of  toy  movement;  Stanley  Ledbetter,  assisted 
by  Carl  Kern,  Kent  Sanderson,  Craig  Holm  and 
J.  McBroom  also  repaired  toys  requiring 
unusual  patience  and  tenacity  in  the  Print 
Shop  area.  Johnal  Hoist  and  the  Industries 
staff  assisted  by  providing  a  large  work  and 
toy  storage  area  and  by  overseeing  operations; 
in  Dennis  Finco's  VT  Auto  Mechanic  Shop,  a 
prolific  number  of  broken  bicycles  were 
cannibalized  and  made  into  over  a  dozen 
operational  bike?  and  tricycles  with  Fred 
Schirmer,  Theodore  Warren  and  John  Sprague 
doing  the  work. 
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BY  STEVE  CONLEY 


Pio^de,  of  Wayne  TVelU 


Wayne  Wells  and  Rodney  Danger field  have 
little  in  cor.non .  Wayne  gets  respect... 
Perhaps  220  pounds  on  a  j  foot  3  inch  frame 
las  soriotiiin'1  to  do  with  it,  hut  only  to 
strangers.  On  closer  examination,  Wayne's 
refreshing  honesty,  spontaneous  humor,  and 
observable  respect  for  others  has  enabled  him 
to  earn  the  respect  of  those  that  know  bin. 

[uenty-six  year-old  Wayne  '.'ells  has  a  lot 
of  friends  at  this  point  in  his  life.  But 
according  to  Wayne,  life  was  pretty  tou'di  when 
he  was  growing  up  in.  Helena  and  tiie  Yellow- 
stone Hoys  Ranch  in  Billings.  "I  used  to  get 
a  lot  of  ass-kickings  because  I  was  so  snail.'' 

Wayne  was  born  and  went  to  school  in 
Helena,  '.'.t.  where  he  received  his  G.E.D.  in 
197B.  His  parents,  Victor  and  Helen,  were 
never  rich  but  always  provided  a  p.ood  ant! 
lovinp  home  atmosphere.  "I  come  from  a  real 
pood  family"  says  Wayne. 

Like  a  lot  of  kids,  Wayne  didn't  like 
school.  "I  wanted  to  ret  out  and  find  out  what 
it  was  really  all  about."  His  dislike  for 
school  and  propensity  for  seldom  boinp,  seen 
there,  caused  an  extreme  amount  of  turmoil  in 
his  voune,  life. 


At  this  point,  Wayne  got  a  joo  workin  ir 
the  woods;  falling  timber,  clear  cutting,  etc. 
In  a  short  period,  Wayne  was  promoted  to  fire'. 
Boss.  "I  felt  good  about  myself  and  li!:er 
what  I  was  doing."  however,  this  '/as  only 
temporary  job  and  Wayne  was  eventually  lair 
off*. 


At  the  age  of  twelve,  Wayne  was  placed  in 
the  Yellowstone  Boys  Ranch  for  a  period  of 
two-years.   "This  was  quite  a  shock  to  me" 


savs 


'  ayne.  "Being  taken  from  my  family  who  T 
was  very  close  to...  well  it's  sort  of  hard  to 
explain  the  feeling."  According  to  '.ayne,  he 
had  to  tow  up  fast  and  learn  how  to  fight  for 
himself  to  survive.  "I  felt  real  angry  when  I 
got  out  and  didn't  feel  like  it  did  me  any 
p.ood."  .'ayne  does  credit  tiie  Boys  Ranch  for 
:jein°  t'ne  nlace  where  he  first  became  involved 
in  sports.  "I  got  biqger  there  and  defending 
myself  pot  easier." 

Two  -years  later,  back  home  in  Helena, 
Wayne's  attitude  about  school  wasn't  any 
better  than  before  he  was  sent  to  the  Boys 
Ranch.  "I  just  didn't  feel  like  I  was  Learn- 
ing anything  that  was  or  any  use  to  me  or  my 
interests."  Regard!  ess ,  'Wayne  stuck  it  out  in 
school  till  he  was  lcnllv  able  to  runt. 


Hot  lon°  after  his  employment  ran  out, 
Wayne  was  involved  in  a  bar  fight  that 
resulted,  in  an  assault  char"e.  Sentenced  t«" 
10-vears  with  nine  suspenccd,   'ayne   first 


arrived  a 


,  S .  P 


ll"'7  . 


ith  a  one-vear 


sentence.   "T  iust  nit  rnv  time  and  °ot  ont.' 


j 


Upon  returning  to  Helena,  B'ayne  was 
involved  in  one  of  the  high  points  in  hi.' 
life.  "I  heard  through  the  Indian  Allianc 
that  producers  of  the  rovie  rey  i'agle  were 
looking  for  H.w.ivo  Americans  to  fill  sonc 
roles  in  the  movie."  '..'ayne  submitted  some 
pictures  of  himself  and  scored  ?.  role  in  the 
production.  Accord i nn  to  Wayne,  "it  was  quilr 
a  bit  of  fun  and  a  real  good  experience. 

Low  times  were  right  around  the  corner 
from  high  tines  as  Wayne  was  having  ; 
difficult  tins  finding  employment.  "I  went  he 
far  as  wash  in?  rlishes  ius>t   to  have  a   iob. 
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Discouraged,  he  started  drinking  and  getting 
into  bar-room  fights.  "I  wasn't  out  there 
stealing  from  people  because  I  was  taught  by 
my  parents  that  stealing  was  wrong.  It  was  my 
temper  and  right  hook  that  v/as  getting  me  in 
trouble." 

Wayne  began  to  skip  weekends  in  jail  and 
restitution  payments  which  were  conditions  of 
his  nine-year  suspended  sentence.  Just  when 
he  had  obtained  full  time  employment  as  as 
auto  mechanic,  his  suspended  sentence  was 
revoked  for  the  above  named  violations  and 
sent  back  to  M.S. P.  in  August  1981. 

Says  Wayne,  "I  could  see  where  my  life 
was  heading  and  I  didn't  like  what  I  saw." 
Determined  to  do  something  about  it,  Wayne 
became  actively  involved  in  the  prison's 
treatment  programs  and  vocational  training. 
"I've  completed  the  alcohol  and  drug  treatment 
programs,  went  through  a  course  in 
Transactional  Analysis  and  have  completed 
group  therapy  and  one  on  one  counseling  with 
Mary  Helen."  Dedicated  to  steering  his  life 
in  Lite  right  direction,  Wayne  also 
successfully  completed  the  meat-cutting 
program  at  M.S. P.  and  today  is  a  certified 
meat  cutter. 

"Another  high  point  in  my  life  is  my 
Marriage  to  my  wife  Ivy,  and  my  son  Slade.  I 
have  a  lot  to  live  for  and  I  hope  nothing 
screws  that  up."  Wayne  ecplained  that 
sometimes  it's  difficult  if  not  impossivle  to 
mind  your  own  business  and  do  your  own  time  at 
M.S. P.  "Because  of  my  size,  sometimes  people 
associate  me  with  things  I  have  nothing  to  do 
with." 

Sports  are  also  a  big  part  of  Wayne's 
life.  Among,  others,  he  excells  in  softball, 
basketball,  football,  and  weight  lifting.  At 
different  times  of  the  year  Wayne  can  be  seen 
hitting  softballs  over  the  fence  almost  at 
will,  scoring  30  to  40  points  in  a  basketball 
game  or  bench  pressing  over  300  pounds. 
According  to  Wayne,  "I  try  to  do  my  best  at 
whatever  I  do...  isn't  that  what  life  is  all 
about?" 


As  for  Wayne's  future  plans;  "I've  grown 
up  a  lot  inside  and  know  that  where  I 'am  at 
and  the  time  I 'am  doing  isn't  what  I  want  out 
of  life."  Wayne  explains  that  his  experience 
with  the  Clinical  Services  Dept.;  their  drug 
and  alcohol  counseling  programs,  Transactional 
Analysis  group,  etc.  have  given  him  a  tremen- 
dous amount  of  insight  into  his  behavior  and 
attitude  patterns  and  that  he  is  confident 
that  he  will  take  what  he  has  learned  and  use 
it  to  stay  out  of  prison. 

Wayne  has  a  lot  going  for  him  but  says 
that  his  life  is  still  incomplete.  "My  wife 
and  I  really  want  to  have  more  children  and  a 
home  that  we  own  and  can  call  ours." 


"When  I  do  get  out,   parole  or 
charge...  I've  got  a  logging  job  set  up 


dis- 
that 

pays  good  enough  money  for  us  to  make  a  fair 
start.  My  wife  is  a  lisenced  beautician, 
likes  her  work  and  is  good  at  it.  We  both  plan 
on  working,  or  at  least  for  awhile  till  we  get 
set  up." 

Wayne  knows  the  importance  of  goal  sett- 
ing and  states  that  staying  away  from  alcohol 
and  maintaining  steady  employment  are  ex- 
tremely important  to  him.  "I  know  it's  not 
going  to  be  easy  but  it's  what  I  want." 

"The  parole  board  and  prison  seem  to 
think  that  they  know  me  better  than  myself. 
But  there  isn't  anyone  who  knows  a  person 
better  than  that  person  himself.  I've  never 
quit  or  given  up  in  my  life  and  I  won't  now. 
I 'am  going  to  get  the  things  I  want  out  of 
life.  I've  learned  a  lot  in  the  four  years 
I've  been  in  prison  and  one  of  the  biggest 
things  is  patience." 
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BY  SKIP  RHODES 


Most  Vietnam  veterns  have  adjusted  well 
to  life  back  in  the  United  States  following 
their  wartime  experiences.  That's  a  tribute 
to  these  veterans  who  faced  a  difficult  home- 
coming to  say  the  least. 

However  a  very  large  number  of  veterans 
haven't  made  it  all  the  way  home  from  the  war 
in  South-East  Asia.  By  conservitive  estim- 
ates, at  least  half-a-million  vets  still  lead 
lives  plauged  by  serious,  war-related  read- 
justment problems.  Such  problems  crop  up  in  a 
number  of  ways,  varying  from  veteran  to  vet- 
eran. Flashbacks  to  combat...  feelings  of 
alienation  or  anger  to  depression,  loneliness 
and  an  inability  to  get  close  to  others... 
drug  or  alcohol  problems...  even  suicidal 
tendencies.  The  litany  goes  on. 

In  the  past  several  years  there  have  been 
some  studies  done  in  order  to  compare  what  the 
Vietnam  veteran  experienced  in  relation  to 
veterans  of  other  wars  the  United  States  were 
involved  in.  One  of  the  main  catalyst  of  this 
study  was  that  in  Vietnam  we  were  either  the 
losers  or  we  were  involved  in  elements  of  a 
war  that  was  unpopular  on  the  home  front.  On 
our  entry  back  into  the  States  we  encountered 
some  very  hard  realizations  that  we  more  than 
likely  weren't  mentally  prepared  to  deal  with. 
It  bred  a  distrust  of  the  very  system  we 
fought  for  and  sent  us  to  that  jungle  to  begin 
with. 

With  a  distrust  for  the  system,  many  of 
us  found  ourselves  in  situations  that  we  might 
not  of  otherwise  been  in;  the  end  result  is 
that  many  of  us  found  our  way  to  M.S. P.  or 
other  such  prisons.  This  is  typical  in  other 
states  and  the  problems  we  have  are  unique  in 
that  it  all  began  in  what  to  most  of  us  was  a 
deep  sense  of  duty  to  the  country  and  people 
who  did  not  prepare  us  for  the  return  we 
eventually  encountered.  Not  that  it  purposely 
did  this  to  us,  but  rather  that  it  did  not 
know  about  the  problem  in  time  to  deal  with 
it.  That  is  no  longer  the  case.  The  problem 
is  real  and  it  has  been  brought  to  light  by 
the  number  of  men  and  women  that  have  had 
encounters  with  the  system  and  especially  with 
the  court  systems  across  the  country.   Some 


states  have  even  opened  groups  within  the 
prison  systems  to  help  the  vet  deal  wi 
Stress  Disorders.   The  courts  are  also, 
some  states,  taking  this  mental  disorder  in 
account. 

These  gains  were  not  made  by  the  ind 
vidual  states  themselves.  It  was  the  men  ai 
v/on.en  that  found  themselves  caught  up 
situations  that  they  themselves  could  m 
understand,  let  alone  answer.  They  stepo 
out  once  again  to  be  counted  and  asked  ti 
system  to  assist  in  the  reconditioning  th; 
could  hpefuily  put  them  in  a  state  of  mi; 
that  enabled  them  to  be  the  assets  to  socie' 
they  had  been  prior  to  their  Vietnam  expei 
ience.  Unlike  any  other  war  in  the  history  < 
our  country,  Vietnam  didn't  give  its  vets  tl 
chance  to  be  debriefed  or  to  be  briefed  ( 
what  they  were  headed  home  to.  It  was  a  w; 
that  left  victims  of  those  who  served  and  \ 
all  became  its  casualties  if  only  in  the  mint 
eye.  So  much  so,  that  we  have  vets  hiding 
our  mountains  not  wanting  to  deal  with  peop' 
at  all;  some  criss-crossing  the  country  in 
nomad  sort  of  existanco.  Then  there  are  tho: 
of  us  that  found  ourselves  in  prisons;  anothi 
form  of  hiding  in  that  we  do  not  have  to  de? 
with  any  semblance  of  normal  life  or  bureuac 
racy  in  any  major  degree.  We  all  are  tl 
victims  of  a  unpopular  and  unfair  war. 


I  for  one  feel  that  my  having  fell  pr< 
to  the  distrust  of  my  country  and  even  to  tl; 
closest  people  in  life,  deserve  more  from  li  i 
than  to  spend  it  in  prison  or  any  of  the  mar 
forms  we  vets  choose  for  ourselves,  just  i 
keep  from  dealing  with  all  the  stigmas  is 
might  have  encountered.  I  would  like  to  kne 
if  there  are  any  other  vets  that  might  like  l» 
start  a  Post  Traumatic  Stress  Disorder  with:i 
the  confines  of  our  enviroment  to  find  tl; 
answers  to  what  led  us  here  to  begin  with. 

WE  DID  ROT  HOLD  BAG!:  WHEN  OUR  COUNT!* 
CALLED  US,  LET'S  HOPE  THEY  WON'T  HOLD  BACK  < 
GIVING  US  SOME  ANSWERS  NOW  THAT  WE  NEED  TH! 
ENVOLVING  POST-TRAUMATIC  STRESS  DISORDERS. 

I  would  also  like  to  pass  along  the  nan 
of  a  boo!:   that  ^ives  a  great  deal  of  infor- 
mation about  this  disorder,   entitled,  T: 
ETIOLOGY  OF  COMBAT  RELATED   POST-TRAOHATf 

STRESS  DISORDERS,  By  Jin  Goodwin,  Psy.D. 
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At  A  Glance 


BY   LEN   STANG 

It  is  easy  to  find  fault  with  a  program 
or  situation,  warrantee!  or  unwarranted.  The 
plus  side  is  usually  ignored  or  only  given  a 
passing  glance.  There  were  some  positive 
strides  made  at  Montana  State  Prison  during 
1934  and  we  should  take  a  look,  however  brief, 
at  what  was  accomplished. 

The  Warden's  Forun,  comprised  of  chairman 
Darrell  Plouffc,  Dave  Madera,  Mike  Ede,  Dave 
Grant,  Ron  White,  caught  some  flack  but  this 
is  to  be  expected  for  it  is  impossible  to 
please  everyone.  (If  you  try,  you  please 
nobody)  The  introduction  of  the  TV  satellite 
was  a  welcome  addition  to  the  population  and 
though  there  have  been  problems  the  extra 
channels  for  more  sports  and  movies  are  en- 
joyed everyday. 

Covered  elsewhere  in  this  edition  is  the 
Forum's  sponsorship  of  a  young  lad  in  Indo- 
nesia who  lives  with  his  family  below  the 
poverty  level.  Plouffe  stated:  "The  acceptance 
of  the  program  at  MSP  has  been  good  for  it 
gives  the  population  a  feeling  of  worth.  It 
makes  me  sick  when  I  realize  the  amount  of 
money  that  is  spent  building  prisons;  monies 
that  could  feed  thousands  of  starving  child- 
ren; monies  wasted  building  prisons  to  ware- 
house men  that  could  be  nroductive  in  soci- 
ety." 

The  Forum,  also  in  the  name  of  the  MSP 
population,  sent  a  check  for  $200  to  the 
stricken  Stroobants  family  as  well  as  flowers 
for  the  funeral  of  the  two  little  girls. 
Calendars  for  the  new  year  were  printed  up  and 
distributed  to  the  entire  population.  Count- 
less other  items  are  addressed  in  the  monthly 
meetings  with  the  warden  and  are  resolved  one 
way  or  another;  some  15  to  20  decisions  are 
addressed  at  each  meeting. 

A  new  program  was  introduced  in  the  late 
summer  of  1984  and  caught  on  like  wildfire; 
the  Life  Without  Limitations  seminar  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Addictive  Diseases  Studies 
Program.  Instructor  Mike  Ede  obtained  the 
concept  from  the  'Washington  St.  Prison  at  Wala 
Wala  which  had  the  program  produced  by  the 
Pacific  Institute.  The  seminars  help  a  man  to 
acquire  and  maintain  a  positive  mental  atti- 
tude and  learn  how  to  achieve  goals  -  how  to 
use  each  cay  to  advantage  while  preparing  for 
tomorrow.  As  Ede  said,  "All  the  education  and 
vo-tech  training  in  the  world  won't  do  a 
person  any  good  unless  he  is  mentally  prepared 


to  use  it. 

Speaking  of  education,  the  MSP  Education 
Dept.  acquired  a  covey  of  computers  during  the 
year  for  use  by  the  teachers,  the  aides  and 
gradually,  the  students.  With  knowledge  of 
computer  and  word  processing  skills  a  "must" 
in  todays  job  market,  this  addition  to  the  MSP 
halls  of  learning  is  a  definite  plus.  Also  on 
the  plus  side  was  the  incorporation  of  APL 
(Adult  Preformance  Level)  testing.  This 
procedure  enables  a  man  to  be  placed  in  the 
education  process  at  a  level  where  he  belongs 
and  can  progress  at  a  rate  comparable  to  his 
own  particular  appitude  and  skills. 

The  Cons  for  Kids  program  with  W.  Patrick 
Warnecke,  Associate  Warden  for  Treatment,  as 
ramrod,  came  off  as  scheduled,  with  an  assort- 
ment of  used  bikes,  hobby  horses,  dolls  and 
other  toys  repaired  and  spruced  up  -  ready  for 
some  needy  children  at  Santa  Glaus  time.  Many 
inmates,  staff  members,  Warden's  Forum  and 
civic  groups  participated  in  this  venture 
without  publicity  or  fanfare.  The  volunteer 
effort  is  appreciated,  we  are  sure,  by  many 
kids  at  Christmas  time  who  would  otherwise  go 
without. 

Just  underway  is  a  Recording  for  the 
Blind  program  that  should  gain  momentum  as 
1985  runs  its  course;  a  continuation  of  the 
positive  side  of  MSP. 
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BY  OTIS  THRASHER 


Boxing   '84'   Roundup 


iiontana  State  Prison  boxers  are  performing  as 
promised,  taking  on  all  comers  from  boxing 
clubs  within  and  outside  of  Montana. 

The  MSP  Boxing  Club  consists  of  16  hard 
training  boxers  from  Lt.W.  to  II. U.  divisions. 
These  men  are  being  trained  by  three  very 
experienced  trainers  consisting  of  Paul 
Eadhorse,  Robin  Smith  and  Gary  Lai '.ere. 
Badhorse  and  Smith  both  with  pro  fight 
exDerience,  while  Gary  La'iere  was  an 
exceptionally  good  Anature  fighter  with  over 
114  fights  and  or.lv  12  losses. 


The  MSP  boxing  club  members  are  

Rodriguez,    S.    Bullshields,   

Comeslast,  R.  Kartell,  p.  Gladue, 

J.J.  Mava,  M.  Sorrell,  s.  Gray, 

R.    Chandler, 

Jorgenson, 

S.  Gone,  C.  Small,  and  T.  Owens 


_Tony 
Ren 


_M.  Sorrell, 

P.   Sandcrane, 

M.  Dickens,  R.  Boyer, 


We  have  only  had  three  bouts  so  far  in 
this  young  season,  with  all  fighters  looking 
good.  The  reason  I  say  only,  is  because  in 
the  free  world  most  club  fighters  have  had  12- 
15  fights  by  now.  Obviously  the  main  reason 
for  this  is  that  we  are  unable  to  travel  to 
other  fight  cards  around  the  state.  There  is 
also  a  lack  of  communication  between  MS? 
Recreational  Director,  Hurt  Solle,  and  the 
other  club  managers.  Hopefully,  the  problem 
will  be  solved  soon  and  we  can  get  more  fights 
for  our  boxers. 

Our  first  fight  of  the  season  were  inter- 
institutional  bouts.  All  inside  fighters  were 
matched  against  each  other  for  the  purpose  of 
the  begining  fighters  to  get  some  experience, 
while  helping  the  more  experienced  fighters  to 
get  the  rust  out  that  accumulated  in  the  off 
season.  Even  though  they  were  only  exhibition 
fights  with  no  winners  or  losers,  there  were 
some  exciting  bouts. 

The  second  fight  card  hosted  at  MSP 
consisted  of  outside  fighters  from  Swan  River 
and  Wyoming.  Clubs  were  also  expected  to  show 
up  from  Great  Falls,  Relt  and  Butte  Montana, 
but  were  unable  to  attend,  leaving  some  of 
our  fighters  dissapointed. 

There  were  10  matches  on  the  card  though 
with  MSP  boxers  winning  7  of  them.   The  first 


fight  featured  Steve  Gone  (MSF)  against  George 
Alig  (Swan  River).  Although  Cone  was  tagged 
hard  half  way  through  the  first  round,  he 
recovered  quickly  and  came  back  to  win  by 
decision. 

The  second  fight  consisted  of  Greg 
Steinwand  (Swan  River)  and  Randy  Boyer  (MSP) 
It  was  a  close  fight  all  the  way  with  both 
fighters  throwing  hard  punches.  Steinwand  got 
the  edge  on  aggressiveness  and  won  by  a  close 
decision. 

The  third  bout  had  Mike  (Bama) 
Dickens  (ilSP)  against  V/oodrow  Blackwolf  (WY), 
Dickens  made  short  work  of  Blackwolf  in  the 
first  round  with  on  target  jabs  and  hard 
hooks. 

Fifth  on  the  card  was  Tracy  Jorgenson 
(MSP)  against  Tracy  Christy  (Swan  River).  It 
was  Jorgenson  all  the  way  with  his  opponents 
face  bloodied  early  in  the  fight.  Jorgenson 
looked  real  good  for  his  first  fight. 

Fighting  sixth  was  Mitch  Sorrell   (MSP)i 
and  Steve  Hanaway  (WY).   Sorrell  looked  good  ' 
all   three   rounds  and  came  up  with  the! 
decision. 

The  seventh  bout  consisted  of  Dale  Gladue  I 
(MSP)  and  Paul  Mor.ee  (Swan  River).   Although, 
Gladue  out  boxed  and  out  slugged  Momee  easilyi 
in  the  first  round,   it  was  all  Homee  after!  | 
that.  Conditioning  played  the  key  role. 

Fighting  eighth  was  Steve  Horn  (WY)1 
matched  against  Travis  Owens  (i MSP) .  Horn  too!< 
control  of  the  first  round  intimidating  Owens  i 
with  wirlwind  punches  and  an  unorthodox  style. 
Owens  gained  his  composure  by  the  middle  of 
the  second  round  and  went  on  to  win. 


Ninth  bout  of  the  day  featured  Pete 
Sandcrane  (MSP)  against  Jerome  Goggles  (WY), 
Pete  came  out  throwing  hard  and  accurate 
punches  stunning  Goggles  several  times  in  all 
three  rounds.  It  was  Sandcrane  with  an  easj 
decision. 

The  tenth  fight  of  the  day,  which  was  the 
Main  Event  featured  Randy  "BOOM  BOOH"  Chanrilei 
(MSP)  going  against  hard  hitting  Bob  Gonyea 
(Swan  River).   Gonyea  came  out  fighting  hare 

CONT'D  PAGE   13 
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and  trying  to  connect  with  one  of  his 
"hay-Makers".  Although  Chandler  was  caught 
square  a  few  times  by  Gonyea,  he  shook  it  off 
and  came  back  strong,  out  boxing,  out  stepping 
and  out  shooting  Gonyea  in  every  way  possible. 
It  was  Chandler  by  a  decision. 

The  third  and  final  bouts  of  the  84 
season  came  on  November  18th  with  a  standing 
room  only  crowd.  MS?  boxers  once  again 
provided  a  class  act  for  all  to  enjoy. 

Before  the  fights  started,  an  Express 
reporter  spoke  with  Steve  Gray,  a  promising 
young  aniature  fighter,  with  over  100  fights, 
and  he  had  this  to  share:  Steve  stated  that  he 
and  Marvin  Hagler  were  not  getting  the 
recognition  they  deserved.  Well  on  the  18th 
Steve  certainly  earned  the  respect  of  his 
opponent  if  not  the  entire  audience  as  he 
brought  them  to  their  feet  with  on  target 
combinations  through  out  all  three  rounds. 
Gray's  ability  to  slip  punches  and  deliver 
punishing  counter  punches  made  his  fight  one 
to  remember  for  a  long  time. 


Inmate  referee,  Mike  Booke,  gives  an  eight 
count  to  an  outside  boxer  at  one  of  the 
smokers  held  in  the  Prison  gym. 


Steve  Gone,  one  of  MSP's  experienceds 
boxers,  gives  a  lessen  to  an  unfortunate 
Missoula  fighter. 


Kobody  left  the  gym  before  the  last  fight 
of  the  day  which  featured  MSP's  Randy  "BOOM 
BOOM"  Chandler.  Randy  not  only  entered  the 
ring  dressed  to  kill  but  ready  to  kill  too  as 
he  relent i  pounded  his  opponent's  body 
and  head  through  out  the  entire  fight.  Nobody 
was  sorry  that  they  stayed  to  watch  the  last 
fight.  As  one  fight  fan  stated  after  the 
smoker  was  over:  "I  could  have  paid  to  see 
this  and  certainly  got  my  moneys  worth." 


Listed  below  are 
Nov.  18th  MSP  Smoker: 


the  results  from  the 


1.  Darren  Lewis-  Swan  River 
Sonny  Bullshields-KSP.    132  lbs. 

2.  George  Allig-  Swan  River  (K.O. 
Daniels-MSP.   Kyw. 

3.  Tracy  Jorgenson-MSP  (K.O.) 
Hanaway-  Wyoming.   170  lbs. 

4.  Kenny  Comeslast-MSP  (Dec.) 
Whiteman-Uyoming.   140  lbs. 

5.  Pete  Sandcrane-HSP  (TKO)  over 
Swan  River.   160  lbs. 

6.  Scott  LeCoure-Butte  (K.O.) 
Blackwolf-v'yomiag.   170  lbs. 

7.  Brant  Cocoa-Medicine  Hat  (K.O. 
Amiline-Sv/an  River.  Lt.Kw. 


(Dec.)  over 
)  over  Sonny 
over  Steve 
over  Robert 
Paul  Nomee- 
over  Wood row 
)  over  Kevin 
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A    Look    at    the    Machine    Shop 


BY  ROBIN  SMITH 


'pi&K  7&e  Women,'*  (fatten, 


BY  KAREN  HANSEN 


With  the  mass  of  mechanical  apparatus  we 
are  forced  to  depend  on  each  day  electonic 
doors,  gates,  ect.  It  would  seem  appropriate 
to  refer  to  the  institutional  Machine  Shop  as 
the  "hub  of  the  institution".  For  when  one  of 
these  mechanical  devices  is  not  operating, 
it's  abscence  is  sorely  missed.  Example: 
dishwasher  in  the  kitchen,  washer  and  dryer  in 
your  unit  and  the  waterheaters. 

The  duties  of  the  Machine  Shop  range  from 
fixing  a  waterpurap  in  Max.,  to  machining  and 
re-working  one  of  the  13-foot  shafts  of  a 
ventalation  system  in  one  of  the  Close  Units. 
The  shop  is  under  the  direction  of  Kurt 
Weiel,  a  journeyman  machinist  of  23  years,  and 
is  comprised  of  a  crew  of  four. 

These  few  men  must  work  extremely  hard  to 
keep  things  operating-  to  what  could  only  be 
appraised  as, "as  well  as  could  be  expected, 
considering  what  we  have  to  work  with,  and 
against."  These  men  seem  to  receive  little  or 
no  recognition  for  their  efforts.  In  fact, 
through  some  quirk  in  the  assignment,  this 
shop  is  not  even  recognized  as  an  On  The  Job 
Training  assignment.  Though  they  receive  the 
additional  goodtime  benefits,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  the  hourly  wage  afforded  almost 
all  other  shops  of  the  institution.  So  their 
compensation  for  the  8-hour  day,  40-hour  week 
is  little-  $1.10  per  day,  opposed  to  the  .40 
to  .50  hourly  rate  of  the  other  shops.  It  is 
apparent  that  a  resident  could  learn 
marketable  job  experience  through  his 
assignment  with  this  crew,  all  for  naught 
though,  as  this  shop  falls  under  the  category 
of  Maintenance  and  not  OJT.  Their  attitude 
remains  commendable  as  they  will  receive  the 
recognition  they  deserve.  Let's  recognize 
these  men  for  a  job  well  done.  For  it's  not 
until  we  go  to  the  faucet  and  find  cold  water, 
instead  of  hot,  or  no  heat,  or  the  door  in 
your  unit  won't  open-  that  we  realize  their 
importance.  It  is  apparent  too,  (being  as 
this  is  prison)  that  these  men  take  some 
unwarranted  abuse. 

The  next  time  something  mechanical  goes 
haywire,  consider  this;  sure  they  make  the 
doors  close  when  they  are  suppose  to-  thats 
their  job.   They  also  make  sure  they  open  too! 


Earlier  this  fall  the  ladies  of  W.C.C. 
held  a  Halloween  party  and  our  first  Country 
Western  Jamboree.  More  than  30  guests  and 
family  members  of  the  staff  were  in 
attendance.  For  the  children  and  adults 
alike,  we  had  a  cat,  pirate,  two  clowns,  a 
baby,  a  witch,  a  Raggedy  Andy  and  numerous 
cowgirls. 

The  clowns  v/ere  Deb  Grant  and  Suzzane 
Collins.  We  had  two  recitals  during  the 
festivities-  a  Halloween  story  by  Carrie  Scott 
and  a  poem  written  and  recited  by  Mary  Ellen 
Grant.  Two  religious  songs,"  How  Great  Thou 
Art"  and  "Amazing  Grace"  were  sung  by  Karen 
Woolsey.  Two  skits,  "Babysitting  Boogie"  and 
"Blue  Yodel  Number  Nine",  were  presented  by 
Angel  Becker,  Marcella  Lee  and  Carrie  Scott. 

Diana  Hanson,  who  was  at  the  keyboard, 
sang  "Flight  309".  Mary  Ellen  Grant  did  "It 
Wasn't  God  Who  Made  Honky  Tonk  Angels"  and 
Lisa  Misner  Benefeit  did  "The  Rose"  and 
"Elvira".  Diana  Hanson  and  Angel  Becker  did 
a  duet  version  of  "I'll  Always  Love  You". 
Lori  Foster  performed  "Circle  of  Steel"  and 
"Froggie"  on  her  harmonica.  Five  of  our 
ladies  joined  together  for  "Skip  A  Rope", 
"Rocky  Top",  "Country  Roads",  "Somebody  Buy 
This  Cowgirl  A  Beer",  and  Deb  Grant  hurried 
the  season  a  bit  with  "Joy  To  The  World". 

Ellen  Trainor  was  Mistress  of  Ceremonies 
for  a  party  and  show  that  was  well  done  and 
well  received  by  children  and  adults  alike. 
We  hope  to  present  a  Christmas  talent  show  and 
party  at  the  appropriate  time.  We  at  WCC  hope 
you  at  MSP  had  a  nice  Thanksgiving  and  have  a 
Merry  Christmas. 


SAVE  THE  CHILDREN  CONT. 
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to  inadequate  sanitation  facilities- 
parasites,  dysentary,  worms,  typhoid-  are 
common. 


All  ov 
to  reduce 
inadequate 
and  poor  c 
rate  is  125 
only  48  yea 
on  their  ch 
send   them 
40  percent 


er  Indonesia  efforts  are  being  made 

the  birthrate.   Exacerbated   by 

health  and  educational  facilities 

ommunications,  the  infant  mortality 

per  thousand.  Life  expantancy  is 

rs.   Many  rural  people  rely  heavily 

ildren's  labor  and  cannot  afford  to 

to  school.  The  illiteracy  rate  is 


Grov/ing  rice  (the  major  crop)  on 
irrigated  land  is  a  cooperative  effort  among 
(neighboring  households.  Virtually  all  rural 
ifamilies  in  Java  subsist  on  two  meals  a  day: 
breakfast  is  a  bowl  of  cassava  or  sometimes 
irice  and  sweet  potatoes;  for  the  main  meal,  a 
ibowl  of  rice  is  supplemented  by  vegetables  and 
a  small  piece  of  meat  or  fish  to  flavor  the 
sauce. 

Save  the  Children's  initial  program  area 
will  include  the  villages  of  Citeras,  Nameng 
and  Mekar  Sari  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Rangkasbitung  sub-district.  The  total 
population  of  the  three  villages  is  9118. 
Each  village  is  an  administrative  unit 
consisting  of  17-23  natural  hamlets,  or 
clusters  of  20-80  households.  The  hamlets  are 
separated  by  rice  fields  crisscrossed  by 
manbuilt  dikes  and  terraces  and  small  areas  of 
forest  where  groups  of  monkeys  and  tropical 
j'birds  can  still  be  found.  It  is*  the 
environment  of  the  hamlet  in  which  the  child 
makes  close  friends,  lives,  works  and  plays 
land  comes  to  identify  as  "home". 

Most  of  the  villagers  live  in  two-three 
room  houses  constructed  of  woven  bamboo  with 
thatched  or  tiled  roofs.  Furniture  tends  to 
be  restricted  to  woven  mats  for  sitting  and 
sleeping,  a  few  cupboards  and  simple  tables. 
lieals  of  rice  and  vegetables,  occasionally 
supplemented  with  fish,  chicken  or  eggs,  are 
:ooked  in  earthern  vessels  over  open  wood 
tires  in  a  room  adjoined  to  the  back  of  the 
louse.  Young  girls  assist  their  mothers  in 
:ollecting  wood,  cooking  and  taking  care  of 
younger  siblings,  while  the  boys  are 
lispatched  to  collect  the  water,  perform 
agricultural  duties  and  care  for  livestock. 
)espite  the  chores,  a  lively  game  of  hopscotch 
>r  marbles  can  generally  be  found  in  one  of 
he  village  allevs! 


While  most  of  the  parents  are  farmers  of 
simple  origin,  increasing  population  pressures 
on  Java  Island,  the  world's  most  densely 
populated  land  mass,  are  forcing  more  and  more 
adult  males  to  seek  employment  in  the  urban 
centers  to  supplement  low  family  incomes  and 
meager  productivity  levels.  Unlike  their  less 
literate  parents,  the 
Rangkasbitung  are  being 
educational  opportunities 
increasingly  to  interact 
outside  the  village. 


children     of 

offered  greater 

and   have   come 

with   the  world 


This  contact  helps  increasingly  to 
heighten  the  villagers'  awareness  of  their  own 
poor  health  conditions,  of  needless  infant 
deaths  and  of  inadequate  housing  and  sanitary 
facilities.  New  possibilities  are  perceived 
for  increasing  incomes  through  multiple 
cropping  of  rice  and  by  the  sale  of  produce  in 
Jakarta  markets. 

Save  the  Children's  initial  thrusts  will 
be  to  decrease  child  morbidity  and  mortality 
through  health  outreach  sevices  and  improved 
birthing  practices.  To  make  the  effort 
effective,  special  attention  will  be  given  to 
securing  sufficient  supplies  of  clean  drinking 
water,  constructing  latrines  and  improving 
hygienic  conditions.  Methods  will  be  explored 
for  increasing  horticultural  productivity  and 
ensuring  that  vital  marketlinkages  with  urban 
centers  are  secured.  Villagers  have  voice 
their  eagerness  to  improve  irrigation 
facilities,  intravillage  paths,  rudimentary 
bamboo  bridges  and  inadequate  housing  with  the 
donation  of  locally  available  materials  and 
their  voluntary  labor. 

The  Government  of  Indonesia  has  called 
the  westermost  region  of  Java  "the  land  of 
hope"  referring  to  its  yet  unrealized 
development  potential.  The  determination  of 
the  villagers  to  improve  local  conditions, 
combined  with  the  increasing  network  of 
government  services  and  private  resources  from 
Save  the  Children  can  indeed  generate  a  future 
of  hope  for  the  children  of  Rangkasbitung. 
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LETTER  TO  THE  EDITOR  CONT. 


You  stated  that  a  person  in  prison  is 
usually  so  bitter  he  has  no  time  to  think 
positive.  Well  -  you  have  to  help  a  person's 
self-esteem  and  self-image  first  in  positive 
ways.  You  seem  to  be  saying  a  person  should 
know  how  to  do  it  and  nothing  about  how  prison 
hinders  him  even  if  he  could  learn  on  his  own. 
You  can't  go  out  and  overhaul  a  car  engine 
properly  if  you  don't  know  how  or  didn't  have 

help,  could  you?  Apply  the  same  logic  and  you 
will  get  my  point.  I  understand  why  you're 
perplexed.  You  would  have  to  "do  time"  and  be 
a  prisoner  before  you  could  grasp  it  all.  We 
are  trying  to  help  the  public  understand.  A 
half-way  house  is  good  but  you  have  to  realize 
a  person  has  only  gained  problems  while  in 
prison  and  alot  of  times  has  not  been  allowed, 
helped,  to  solve  them. 

On  non-payment  of  debts;  again  you  have 
wandered  off  into  a  subject  my  article  didn't 
address.  In  short,  you  make  it  sound  like 
inmates  don't  repay  your  generosity  and  loans. 
Look  around,  Ziggy;  there  are  alot  of  people 
listed  with  the  Collection  Bureau  files  in 
Montana  and  I'm  willing  to  bet,  85%  of  them 
are  free  citizens.  Plus  the  fact  most  of  the 
men  and  women  were  put  in  jail  and  therefore 
unable  to  pay  their  debts.  Also  the  system 
pays  inmates  about  $18.00  a  month  he  doesn't 
have  a  really  big  bankroll  to  start  over 
again,  does  he?  As  for  broken  trusts  and 
unkept  promises,  that  is  all  around  you, 
Ziggy;  cops  too!  If  you  chose  to  trust  and 
put  confidence  in  a  person  after  that  person 
has  shown  you  what  he  is  like,  that's  up  to 
you.  You,  yourself,  deal  with  one  type  of 
person  here  -  Christians.  You  have  given  some 
false  hopes  and  the  let-down  is  worse  in  this 
place.  I  feel  you  try  and  do  what  you  may 
think  is  right,  but,  as  you  stated,  you  know 
very  little  about  prison  and  prison  life.  If 
you  want  lasting  positive  results  from  prison 
a  person  has  to  be  allowed  to  grow  in  a 
positive  way. 

You  are  wrong  -  I  didn't  blame  the 
justice  system;  only  called  it  what  it  has 
turned  into!  Why  would  anyone  want  to  cause 
themselves  to  be  hateful  and  bitter? 
Something  had  to  cause  it  and  if  it  wasn't 
prison,  whatever  it  was  sure  didn't  help. 

As  for  your  closing  statement.  You 
mentioned  the  rules  at  Alpha  House  where  you 
are  a  board  member.  Answer  this:  How  can  you 
expect  a  person  on  parole  or  in  the  half-way 
house  (for  help)  to  be  better  than  80%  of  the 
citizens  of  Billings?  You  do  this  with  all 


the  rules  you  enforce.  It  amazes  me  that  a 
prisoner  just  getting  out  with  problems  and 
has  to  adjust  to  society,  is  expected  to  be 
better  than  the  average  citizen!  But  you  as 
a  board  member  and  your  system  expects  just 
that.  Your  system  has  done  very  little,  if 
anything  at  all,  to  instill  a  positive  growth 
and  a  change  in  the  behavior  patterns  in  the 
people  you  expect  this  of.  It's  called  having 
a  double  standard. 

I  respect  your  opinion  and  hope  this 
response  will  help  you  and  others  to 
understand  mine.  There  has  to  be  a  better  way 
and  other  countries  are  looking  for  one  if 
they  haven't  already  found  it. 

Best  wishes  for  the  New  Year,  Ziggy,  and 
thank  you  for  your  interest.  Sincerly, 
Darrell  R.  Plouffe,  700  Conley  Lake  Road,  Deer 
Lodge,  Montana,  59722 


STOOL  PIGEON! 

V/ho  needs  a  watchdog  when  you  have  a 
parrot  like  Baby?  True,  Baby  couldn't  prevent 
burglars  from  breaking  into  her  owners  home  in 
Baytown,  Texas  and  abscounding  with  $9,000 
worth  of  property.  But  several  days  later 
Baby  started  singing  out  "Come  here  Robert,, 
come  here"  -  words  she  had  never  spoke  before. 
Robert  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  burglars, 
both  of  whom  were  arrested  in  another  burglary 


CONVICTS  ARE  HUMAN  TOO! 


A  siiroud  was  cast  over  the  Christmas 
festivities  nt  i'.ontana  State  Prison  when  the 
two  daughters  of  i';etty  and  Gene  Stroobants 
died  in  a  fire  at  the  family  hone.  ;'o  actions 
or  words  can  adequately  express  feelings  at  a 
t:i;:e  like  that  but  the  Warden's  Forum,  on 
behalf  of  the  ilSP  population,  sent  flowers  to 
the  funeral  unci  a  money  donation  to  the  par- 
ents. A  note  iron  the  Stroobants  to  the 
inmates  saici  in  part:  "We  want  to  thank  you 
for  the  flowers  and  vary  ".onerous  Sift,  as 
well  as  your  prayers  and  expressions  of  ear- 
in",  four  support  lias  meant  more  than  we  have 
words  to  express.  -  The  Stroobants.  P.S. 
Could  you  possibly  oublish  our  thanks  in  the' 
Siberian  Express  so  th-t  all  the  inmates  will 
rrTeivp  our  ncss-v  >©." 
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Ttw  IniAt  ck  Stajl  ItCUKUtf 


Y  STEVE  CONLEY 

The  Staff  Training  Program  at  the  Montana 
St.  Prison  has  initiated  a  new  concept  in 
staff  training  that,  according  to  Staff  Train- 
ing Specialist,  Johnny  Johnson,  "will  hope- 
fully help  to  eliminate  the  dehumanizing 
atmosphere  at  M.S. P." 

I.P.C.  or  Inter  Personal  Communication  is 
now  being  taught  in  the  two  week  training 
course  that  all  new  guards  must  complete. 
This  five-day  course  is  also  being  offered 
seperately  to  existing  staff  that  work  in  high 
contact  area's. 

The  I.P.C.  concept  was  borrowed  from  the 
Federally  funded  National  Academy  of  Correct- 
t  ions  and  according  to  Johnson  will  be  taught 
for  one-year  and  then  evaluated. 

The  following  are  some  I.P.C.  concepts: 
1.  Be  professional  and  act  professional.  2. 
Know  your  job  and  keep  sense  of  humor.  3. 
Treat  people  with  basic  respect.  4.  Indi- 
vidualize, (deal  with  each  person  seperately). 
5.  Be  consistent  and  objective.  6.  Never  lie 
to,  or  about  an  inmate.  7.  Prejudices,  and 
'  how  to  recognize  them.  8.  Approach  problems 
with  empathy. 

"We  spend  a  lot  of  time  problem  solving" 
says  Johnson.  "It's  very  important  that  our 
staff  learn  how  to  identify  problems,  what  the 
alternatives  are,  and  then  SDell  them  out  to 
the  innate.  We  emphasize  that  this  should  be 
done  without  name  calling  or  using  profanity." 

Johnson  is  optimistic  about  the  program 
and  stated  that  he  hopes  it's  working.  Pre- 
tests and  post  tests  are  given  as  a  grading 
tool  for  retention. 


TELEPHONE  BOOK  DONATIONS 

Due  to  cutbacks  in  funding  for  state 
organizations  and  agencies,  it  is  no  longer 
possible  to  obtain  telephone  directories  for 
the  Montana  St.  Prison. 

There  are  eleven  areas  within  the  prison 
which  utilize  telephone  books,  and  most  exist- 
ing directories  are  from  two  to  five  years 
old.  Any  contributions  of  1934  telephone 
directories  to  the  prison  from  Siberian  Ex- 
press subscribers  or  others  would  be  greatly 
apDreciated. 


HAPPINESS  IS  THE  6UY  CFRONT  OF 
YOU  GETTINS  SH00K-D0WN. 


THE  JUDGE'S  LAKEHT 

"'whatever  hqprened  to  the  good  rid  dqys? 
Dungeons,  .the   rack,  .thumb  screws,  .c^t-o- 
nine   tsils. .burning  at  the   stake;    th^se 
vere   the  fun   times,'1 
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PRISONERS  BOTH 

Two  men . . .  both  in  clothes,  State-issued, 
Two  men . . .  within  the  selfsame  walls. 
One. . .  the  subject  of  the  other's  contempt, 
The  other. . .  the  recipient  of  constant  cat-calls. 

Two  men ...  on  the  surface  so  very  similar, 
Anatomically  alike. .  .even  looking  the  same, 
One. .  .goes  home  to  affectionate  greetings, 
The  other. . .  a  number  has  become  his  name. 

Both . . .  must  inhabit  the  very  same  jungle. 
One. .  .as  a  convict. .  .callous  and  hard, 
The  other,  imprisoned  by.  .  .different  regulations, 
Yet. . . no  less  confining  to  the  guard. 

Both  keeper  and  kept . . .  stalk  the  very  same  cage, 
Each  zealously. .  .defending  his  turf. 
Relentlessly  grinding  away  at  each  other, 
As  unyielding  as  rock . . .  against  turbulent  surf. 

Each  one  is  encumbered,  by  the  other's  bondage, 

Each. .  .punishes  the  other  in  turn. 

The  inmate. .  .confined  by  walls  without, 

The  guard . . .  merely  furloughed  'til  to  work  he  returns 

I  wonder. . .  if  we  could  read  their  minds, 
If  occasionally. .  .we'd  not  discover 
A  hidden  prayer,  shared  only  with  God, 
As  they  each  felt  pity  for  the  other. 

That  within  two  hearts. .  .so  hardened, 
By  the  pain  and  contempt  of  that  place, 
That  there  still  exists. .  .compassion, 
Amidst  bars . . .  degradation . . .  and  mace. 

So  this  day,  please  keep  two  men  in  your  prayers, 
One  imprisoned  by  sentence. .  .one  by  job. 
For  both  must  survive. .  ?m  a  jungle  called  Hell, 
And  neither. .  .is  safe. . . from  its  mob. 


1*1  nn 


Godfrey  L.  Smith 
November  28,  1980 


SIBERIAN  EXPRESS    JAN/FEB.   1985    PAGE   19 


A  WcutUx,  IZepuHt-- 


I've  never  had  much  re- 
gard for  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.  Being 
present  in  that  "hallowed 
chamber"  earlier  this  vear  and 
looking  the  nine  (injustices 
straight  in  the  eye  did  noth- 
ing to  change  my  opinion. 
Under  the  leadership  of 
Chief  Justice  Warren  Burger 
-who  has  been  criticized  by 
his  own  staff  for  not  fully  un- 
derstanding cases  presented 
and  whose  written  opinions 
are  sometimes  greeted  with 
contempt  even  by  his  conser- 
vative allies  on  the  bench- 
the  High  Court  has  systemati- 
cally destroyed  basic  rights 
and  liberties  of  every  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

I've  written  time  and  time 
again  about  thickheaded  rul- 
ings that  reflect  the  justices' 
own  personal  biases  rather 
than  uphold  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution.  This  is  especial- 
ly true  of  their  dismal  record 
over  the  past  fouryears-"the 
Reagan  Years"-which  have 
seen  some  of  the  worst  deci- 
sions ever.  Here  are  only  a 
few  sickening  examples  of 
how  your  Constitutional  guarantees  have  been  trampled  on: 

1.  Defendants'  Rights.  The  Court  recently  ruled  that  police 
may  question  a  suspect  before  informing  him  that  whatever  he 
says  may  be  used  against  him  and  that  he  has  a  right  to  legal 
counsel  during  questioning.  This  violation  of  the  Fifth 
Amendment  openly  invites  police  to  obtain  confessions  by  de- 
vious means. 

2.  Warrantless  Searches.  In  a  1982  decision,  police  were  em- 
powered to  search  cars  and  any  closed  containers  inside  them- 
such  as  briefcases-without  first  getting  a  search  warrant.  This 
ruling  clearly  encourages  police  harassment. 

3.  The  Exclusionary  Rule.  Illegally  obtained  evidence  may 
now  be  used  in  court  if  a  prosecutor  can  show  that  the  infor- 
mation would  have  been  found  in  the  long  run  anyway.  This 
1984  decision  weakens  the  doctrine  established  70  years  ago 
to  prevent  police  misconduct  and  maintain  judicial  integrity. 

4.  Secrecy.  In  1980  the  High  Court  gave  the  federal  govern- 
ment power  to  suppress  information  it  doesn't  want  made 
public-even  "unclassified"  information-simply  by  declaring 
the  material  "sensitive."  This  decision  restricts  your  right  to 
know  about  controversial  foreign-policv  operations  such  as 
bungling  in  Vietnam  and  CIA  activities  in  Nicaragua. 

5.  Parochial  Schools.  A  1980  Supreme  Court  verdict  permit- 
ted direct  payments  from  states  to  church-run  schools,  there- 
by violating  the  separation  of  church  and  state  guaranteed  by 
the  First  Amendment. 

6.  Nativity  Scenes.  This  1984  decision  further  eroded  the 


DISORDER  IN 
THE  SUPREME  COURT 


principle  of  separaiion  of 
church  and  state  by  allowing 
tax  dollars  to  be  spent  on 
Christian  religious  displavs 
during  the  Christmas  season. 

7.  Libel.  A  1984  ruling  al- 
lowed a  person  who  has  alleg- 
edly been  defamed  in  print  to 
file  suit  anywhere  a  publica- 
tion is  sold.  Now  a  plaintiff 
can  shop  around  for  the  loca- 
tion most  likely  to  give  him  a 
favorable  verdict,  virtually  as- 
suring an  unfair  trial  for  the 
defendant. 

8.  Safety  Standards.  In  1980 
a  decision  forced  the  Occu- 
pational Safety  and  Health 
Administration  to  raise  pe- 
troleum workers'  maximum- 
allowable  exposure  level  to 
benzene-despite  substantial 
evidence  that  even  small 
amounts  can  cause  leukemia. 

9.  Porn  Films.  The  Court  up- 
held the  convictions  of  compa- 
nies and  individuals  that  dis- 
tributed Deep  Throat.  This 
1981  opinion  jeopardizes  the 
rights  of  all  citizens  to  view  or 
read  material  that  the  forces  of 
repression  find  objectionable. 

10.  Abortion.  A  5-4  vote 
prohibited  the  federal  government  from  paying  for  poor 
womens'  abortions-even  when  doctors  deem  them  medically 
necessary.  The  1980  verdict  brought  charges  of  racism  against 
the  Court's  conservative  majority. 

And  these  decisions  are  just  a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared 
to  what  we  can  look  forward  to  if  Ronald  Reagan  is  reelected 
in  November.  Five  justices- Warren  Burger,  Thurgood  Mar- 
shall, William  J.  Brennanjr.,  Harry  A.  Blackmun  and  Uewis  F. 
Powell-will  be  75  or  older  by  the  end  of  1984.  And  there's  ev- 
ery indication  that  most  of  these  old  farts  will  resign  during 
the  next  four  years-clearing  the  way  for  Reagan  to  appoint 
people  who  go  along  with  his  darr.n-the-common-man 
philosophy. 

Make  no  mistake  about  it.  Ronald  Reagan  owes  big  favors  to 
Big  Business  and  the  ultraconservative  right-wing  religious  fa- 
natics who  made  him  the  puppet  he  is  today.  And  sure  as  hell 
the  nuclear  cowboy  will  start  paying  them  back  when-and  if- 
he  is  elected  to  a  second  term.  What  we're  all  facing  in  the 
years  to  come  is  the  snuffing  out  of  even  more  of  our  cher- 
ished individual  freedoms-and  possibly  our  lives  themselves. 
Any  clear-thinking  American  should  consider  those  grim  pos- 
sibilities before  stepping  into  the  voting  booth. 


/^* 


Publisher  (f  Editor 
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ii.S.P.   CHRISTMAS   PARTY   FOR  KIDS 

By   Charles   Craves   (Moses) 

Christnas  tine  is  a  time  for  joy  anci 
goodwill   to  all  men.      Especially   to  children. 

On  Friday,  December  21,  1984,  a  party  was 
given  for  the  parents  and  children  of  inmates 
at  the  Montana  St.  Prison.  It  indeed  was  a 
treat  for  the  children...  There  was  cake,  pop, 
candy  and  even  Santa  Clans  who  was  played  by 
M.S.?.    inmate,    Andrew  Sunday. 

Fach  child  received  one  free  picture  with 
Santa  and  plenty  of  candy.  It  was  a  moving 
experience  for  the  more  than  6C  people  who 
were  in  attendance. 

Thanks  is  due  to  all  involved,  especially 
to   those  who  made   the   party   possible. 
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